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Skills 11-12 Reading and Writing

Reading
Read the text about the pirates. Then match the paragraph titles (A–I) with the paragraphs (1–8). There is one extra title.
Pirates

1 _____ When you hear the word pirate, you probably see a man with a wooden leg, a piece of black cloth over one eye, dressed in seventeenth-century clothes. On his shoulder, there is a parrot. Most likely, you can picture him standing next to a box full of treasure under a palm tree somewhere on a desert island.
2 _____ A pirate was a bandit who sailed the seas in search of ships carrying valuable things.
3 _____ Almost all of the pirates’ ships flew the famous Jolly Roger which was a black flag with a skull and two white bones on it.
4 _____ When a pirate got on a ship, he stole everything and killed the sailors.
5 _____ Then he sold the stolen goods in the nearest port and spent all the money on various forms of entertainment, usually on drinking beer and rum.
6 _____ However, the pirates were very disciplined. There was order and discipline on their ships because they wanted their actions to be successful. Some pirates did not obey the rules and they were punished in a cruel way.
7 _____ Pirates did not spend all the money they stole. Often, they buried the treasure in some distant place so that it was very difficult to find for many years. Many treasure boxes were never found.
8 _____ Watch out! Maybe the next time you walk along the beach you will step on something big and heavy?
A ACTIONS AFTER GETTING ON A SHIP
B JOB
C DISCIPLINE ON SHIPS
D USE OF STOLEN MONEY
E APPEARANCE
F PIRATES’ PRIVATE LIFE
G CHANCES TO FIND TREASURE
H PIRATE SYMBOLS
I HIDING THE TREASURE
	
	8


Total

Writing
You have decided to go to the mountains in Scotland for a few days. Write a formal letter to the travel agency (about 100–150 words) to find out:
· if they organise trips to Scottish mountains;
· how long the trips are;
· what kind of accommodation they are offering;
· how you will pay;
· if they can book a place in a youth hostel;
· if they offer a student discount.
	
	20
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